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HE very beneficial effects I 


quantities, in relieving obſtinate ob- 


ſtructions of the inteſtinal canal, to- 
gether with motives of humanity, and 


a deſire to be uſeful to the commu» 
nity in general, in recommending a 


medicine of whoſe ſalutary effects Þ 


have had unequivocal proots, will, I 
hope, be a ſufficient apology for the 
publication of the tollowing ſheets, 


THrers are, no doubt, thoſe who 
will depreciate the undertaking, as 
the ebullitions of a too ſanguine ex- 
pectation, on the effects of a medi- 


have found from the uſe of 
QQUICKSILVER, given in large 


"Y 


„ PREFACE. 


cine not yet ſufficientl) tried, at leaſt, 
in the manner of giving it, I wiſh 
to recommend ; or perhaps treat the 
ſubject as a raſh experiment, from 
which little or no advantage can be 
expected, but, I hope the few caſes 
b ſhall ſubjoin, will give the world, 


in general, a fayourable opinion of it, 


I believe, quickſilver, in a crude 
ſtate, is, in itſelf, perfectly innocent, 
notwithſtanding I have met with 
ſome medical people of a contrary 
opinion; they have advanced an opi- 
nion, that, mixed with the feces, 
and thereby confiderably comminut— 
ed, it might be abſorbed by the lac- 
teals, and produce effects upon the 
ſyſtem, ſimilar to the chemical pre- 
parations of that mineral; or, meet- 
ing with an acid in the prima vie, 
and combining therewith, form a 
corroſive 


* 


r * 4 e. 5 * 


corrofive medicine, — but. theſe are 
opinions J am unwilling to aſſent to; 
for, in the firſt place, I do not believe 
there ever exiſts, in the human body, 
an acid ſufficiently concentrated te 
act upon it; and 1 have known in- 
ſtances where I have given it in a 
large quantity, part of which has re- 
mained in the body many weeks, 
without producing any ſuch effects, 
or its even being diſcoverable that it 
had * into the ſyſtem at all, 
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IT is, morever, to be obſerved, that 

I neyer made uſe of quick ſilver until 
every other expedient had failed; un- 
til, after having tried every other 
means that human prudence could 
ſuggeſt; ſuch as, the whole tribe of 
opening medicines, opening clyſters, 
&c. repeated at proper intervals, to- 
gether with opiates, immerſion in 
warm 
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warm water, fomentations, &c. and 
every other probable means of ſuc- 
ceeding, of which I ſhall ſpeak more 
particularly afterwards, that I had re- 
courſe to the medicine here treated 
of: it then had an advantage over 
every other, and, in molt of the caſes 
in which I tried it, ſucceeded in an 
aſtoniſhing manner, even at a time 


when I expected a ſpeedy diſſolution 


would put an end to the ſufferings of 


my patient; for, When every other 
medicine was rejected by the ſtomach, 


{not excepting opiates) this, from its 
very great ſpecihc gravity, was always 


retained; and what, perhaps, might 
contribute to make it more particular- 


Jy ſucceſsful, being given at a time 


when the ſtomach and bowels had 


diſcharged their contents, it would 
arrive unaltered and undivided at the 
part more particularly affected; for it 


18 


* 
is uſual, in this complaint, for every 
thing contained in the ſtomach. and 
| bowels to be rejected by vomit, in 
conſequence of an inverſion of the 
periſtaltic motion of the inteſtines 
this always takes place in inflamma- 
tions of the bowels of any continu- 
ance, and has been diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of paſſho iliaca, or miſerere. 
As this medicine, in thoſe caſes, will 
paſs, unchanged, and probably un- 
divided, to the part affected, it is ex- 
tremely probable, that from its very 
conſiderabie gravity, and its extreme 
diviſibility and fluidity, it may make 
its way through the obſtructing paſ- 
ſage, particularly if care is taken to 
give an opening medicine, joined with 
an opiate and fome warm drink, or 
broth, a few minutes afterwards, 
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Ir may, perhaps, be expected, when 
treating of quickſilver, that I ſay 
ſomething of its anthelmintic virtues, 
{particularly as Boerhaave includes 
worms amongſt the cauſes of inflam- 
mation of the bowels) of which I muſt 
confeſs I have no opinion, at leaſt in 
its crude ſtate; but it is not many 
years fance it was in great eſtimation 
on that account, and a very faſhion- 
able medicine, being taken by all 
ranks of people, aller as a prophy- 
actic, than from any neceſſity there 

was to uſe it; but the uſe of it being 

attended with ſome ludicrous circum- 
ſtances, which I ſhall not mention; 
it was in part laid aſide, and J believe 
medical people in general think little 
of it; but I have met with phyſicians 
who have ordered decoctions of it, a- 
long with more powerful medicines. 
It is yet, I believe, taken by many 
country 
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people, and proves to a certainty, 
that it may be taken with perfect ; 
ſafety; at leaſt, T never heard of its 
occaſioning any deleterious effects. Its 
chemical combinations, are ſome of | 
dicines, HE "with ſome 9758 dan- | 
gerous in unſkilful hands, Tts uſe as” 
a ſpecific, in hþ Pbilis, i is well khown ; A 
but, being foreign to my ſubject, will 
not be noticed here: it is, however; 
probable, that it will, at ſome ſuture 
period, be found efficacious in many 
diſeaſes in which it has not yet been. 
ſufficiently tried. 


As this is not intended, like ſome 
ſilly publications, which appeared at 
Newark not long ago, (abounding with 
nonſenſe, lies, and miſrepreſentations) 
for the peruſal of every one, it will 
be left with men of ſenſe, candor and 

B  dilcernmenty 


| * 


= |- rn rA e. 
e anent, to decide upon its merit; 
amongſt whom, if it meets with ap- 
probation, the writer will, on a fu- 
ture oecaſion, make public ſome uſe- 
ful practical obſervations, om Natural 
and Inoculated Small- pox; on Inter- 
mittent Fevers, commonly called 
Agues; and, on Ulcers of the Legs, 
a frequent occurrence, and often uk 


managed. 


 InTrRoDUCTION 


S ha little a may probably fall into 


the hands of ſome who do not under- 


ſtand the Nature .of Hernias, it may be ne- 


ceſſary to ſay ſomething on that ſubje&t ; as 
they are by much the moſt frequent cauſe 


of obſtructions in the inteſtinal canal, and 
the frequent occurrence of them in the .courſe 


of my practice, where they have been evi- 


dently the cauſe of affections of the bowels, 
and the frequent relief I have found from 
quickſilver, in ſome of long ſtanding, when 
there has been no great degree of ſtrangula- 
tion, yet an obſtruction to the paſſage of the 
contents of the inteſtines, makes jt neceſſary 
to ſpeak of them. 


A Hernia, or Ru pture, as ĩt is impropecly : 


called, ſince no laceration takes place, is g 
protrefion of part of the contents of the 


#bdemeny. 
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11 INTRODUCTION. 
* abdomen, together with a poftion of the peri- 
' Foneum, a membrane which lines the cavity 
thereof, (and which forms a fac, more or 
leſs capacious, as the hernia has: been of 
longer or ſhorter duration) through apertures 
natural to every human body. They are of 
ſeveral kinds, as the Hernia Inguinalis, vel 
Fer otalis, whete there is a protruſion of part 
of the contents of the abdomen, through the 
aperture deſigned for the paſſage of the per- | 
metic chord 1 in men; 7 and Ligamentum Uteri 
in women: the Hernia Femoralis, a fimilar 
protruſion through an aperture defigned for 
The paſſage of the large blood velicls of the 
th igh; and the Exomphales or Hernia Uno 
licalis, a ſimilar protruſion at the navel ; they 
will likewiſe ſometimes: be protruded bes 
twixt the muſcles of the abdomen. There 
'are other tumors which hive been diſtin- 
guiſhed by the name of hernia, ſuch as Her- 
nia Humotalis, Hernia Aquoſa, e. but As 
theſe are of a different nature, I ſhall fay 
nothing of them. Of theſe, the Hernia 
Scrotolis i is by much the moſt frequent; of 
ten people ſubject to bernia, eight ſhall be 
ſubject to this particular one, and thoſe 

chiefly 


robe * 


chiefly of the male ſex ; for this aperture is 
much Jarger i in the male than female; nor is 
it at all extraordinary that this ſhould hap- 
pen, when we conſider, that the teſtes of the 
male infant do not deſcend into the ro- 


: tum, till a little before its birth, and ſome- 


times not till afterwards; this being the 


caſe, as has been diſcovered and demon- 


ſtrated, by the late ingenious and inde- 
fatigable Dr. Hunter, in his lectures, and 
allo by his brother Mr. John Hunter, it is 
provable, the aperture may not become en- 
tirely impervious for ſome time afterwards; 
and that, by the efforts of the child, in cry- 
ing, coughing, ſneezing, &c. part of the 
abdominal contents may be forced through 
the aperture; now the teſtes i in their deſcent 


carry down with them a looſe portion of the 


peritoneum, deſigned for its reception, and 
which cloſes ſoon af ter, and forms the Tunica 
vaginalis teſtis; but it will ſometimes hap- 
pen, that part of the inteſtines will likewiſe 
deſcend about the ſame time, and form an 
adheſion with the teſticle; this but very 
rarely happens; it is diſtinguiſhed. by the 
name of Hernia congenita, but, in general, 
another portion of the peritoncum is protrud 
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ed, together with a portion of the Omentum, 

or caul (a delicate and fine double membrane, 

containing a great deal of fat, and floating 

upon the ſurface of the inteſtines, below the 

navel) and a portion of the inteſtine, ſome- 

times the omentum only, but more fre— 
quently both, which has given occaſion to 

their being diſtinguiſhed by the different 

names of Bobonocele, Enterocete, and Epiplo- 

gele, &c. The Hernia Femoralis, or Hernia, 

= deſcending into the upper part of the thigh, 
is the next moſt frequent Hernia, and is a 

fmilar protruſion ot the contents of the 

abdomen, at the aperture delrgned for the 

paſſage of the large blood veſſels of the thigh, 

a under a tendinous expanſion of the abdomin=- 

8 al muſcles, known by the name of Poupart's, 

or Fallop:us's ligament; it is formed much 

more frequently in women than men, by 

reaſon that the inguinal aperture is much 
ſmaller, and their muſcular fibres are, in ge- | 
neral, of a looſer texture. Theſe hernias 
may be formed at all ages, but, in ge- 
neral, are formed in infancy, and frequently 
neglected as of trifling conſequence, although 
of the moſt ſerious conſequence to the fu- 
ae welfare of the individual, and a fre- 
| * 


INTRODUCTION — 
quent cauſe of the health being diſturbed ; 
they may, when they happen to infants, be 


always returned, if timely noticed ; a by | 


xdjuſting a common ſteel truſs to the part, 
be frequently cured ;. of which I have ſeen 


many inſtances, and I believe there is no age 


at which a truſs may not be wore, as they 
may be made very light, and, I believe, are 
now made in every large town. in the king- 
dom, therefore, may be eaſily procured :— 
if neglected, they continue to increaſe in ſize, 
during the life of the individual, by dilating 
the aperture, and the deſcent of a freſh: por- 


tion of inteſtine, when they form adhefions 


with the cellular membrane, and cannot af 
terwards be entirely reduced ; as in this caſe 
a ſteel truſs. cannot be wore, a bag trufs 
ſhould be ſubſtituted for it; which, by ſup- 


porting the weight, will prevent an addi- 4 


tional quantity of the inteſtine deſcending. 


In this ſtate of Rupture, the inteſtines 
will generally continue to perform their of- 
fice, unleſs injured from violence, or other 


cauſe, when they will occaſion. all the ſymp- 


toms of ſtrangulated hernia, although there 


is no additional KriGuts, and the aperture 


remains 
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remains as open as it always. has been pro- 
bably from a langour of the periſtaltic mo- 
tion of the confined inteſtine, and an accu- 
mulation of feces in the protruded gut, but 
chiefly from the general cauſes which excite 
inflammation. As I have met with feveral 
caſes of this kind, I ſhall ſpeak more re par- 


ticulacly of them afterwards, 


" Hernias will ſometimes be produced in 
young people, and in grown. ſubjects, from 
accident and violence ; in young people, fre- 
quently from running, leaping, and other 
violent exerciſes ; and in adults, from ſud- 
den and violent exertions of ſtrength, in 
raiſing and carrying weights, &c. and ſome- 
times from accident, as the ſtroke of a horſe, 
4 fall, &c.—when theſe occur, they ought 
to be returned as ſoon as poſſible, and a truſs 
adjuſted, as ſoon as it can be procured. 

Hernias, occaſioned by violence, are at- 
tended. with .the moſt danger; for the aper- 
ture, not being before dilated, the tendon 
forms a ſtricture upon the gut, and all the 
dreadful ſymptoms of ſtrangulated hernia are 
produced ; and, it is with the greateſt diffi- 


culty chat they are returned ; and, ſometimes 
all 
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all attempts to reduce them are found inef- 


fectual; in which caſe, recourſe muſt be had 
to an operation; when, by opening the ſac, 
and dividing the tendon, you procure the 
enlargement of the confined inteſtine, other- 
wiſe a mortification mull be the inevitable 
conſequence, and the immediate death of the 
patient: Nor is there any delaying in thoſe 
caſes, as the inteſtine may mortify in twelve 
hours, or, perhaps, not in two or three days; 
but, the operation ſhould only be attempted, 
when there is no other probable means of 
relieving the patient, as it is always attended 
with danger. 
Anceps remedium melior eſt quam nullam. 
I have been adviſed, after opening the ſac, 
to attempt the dilatation of the tendon, by 
means of a blunt hook; how it would ſuc- 
ceed I have not had an opportunity of trying, 


The tenſion of the abdomen and vomiting, 
are early ſymptoms in the ſtrangulated Ser- 
nia; whereas they do not come on in rup= 
tures till after ſome time 1s paſt, therefore, 
ſerve as indications of the neceſſity of an ope- 
ration: however, ruptures ought always to 
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be reduced, where it is poſſible, and after- 
vards ſupported by a ſteel truſs ; for, tho 
ef no immediate inconvenience, they may be, 
and frequently are, the cauſe of much trou- 
ble and danger. 


I have met with frequent inſtances of 
people labouring under hernias, which 
return when in a ſupine poſture; theſe 
are frequently neglected, though they 
daily increafe in ſize, nor do they ſeek. for a 
remedy till neceſſity compels them, The 

manner of reducing them, as recommended 
by medical writers, is, to lay the patient in 

a ſupine poſture, and then, by rating the 
thigh, and thereby relaxing the abdominal 
aperture, with the hand endeavour to return 
it; but, I have found it much more ſuc- 
feſsful, to lay the patient upon an inclined 
plane, with the head and ſhoulders lower 
than the reſt of the body, and then, by raiſ- 
ing the' thigh, and relaxing the abdominal 
muſcles, procure -its return, in which you 
have an advantage; for, the inteſtines fall- 

ing towards the cheſt, muſt hang by the 
confined gut, and probably draw it into the 
abdomen. It is oftentimes uſeful to bleed 


the _ pretty freely, ore: you attempt 
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the reduction, and ſometimes they * "TR 


known, during a fainting fit, in conſequence 
of loſs of blood, to return of themſelves ; 
after its return, it will be neceſſary to give | 


an opening medicine, and to hve upon 
broths, foups, &c. avoiding ſolid food, at 


leaſt, for twenty- four hours after its return. 


In the uſe of the truſs, care thould be taken 
| that the gut does not flip down under it, as 


it will, when not made to fit properly ; and, 

in ſuch caſe, will compreſs it, and occaſion 
miſchief. The Exompholos is not ſo fre- 
quently met with in the adult as either of 


the others, but is frequently met with in 


children, and, in general, eaſily cured. In 


the adult ſubject, it can only be relieved by 


its return, and afterwards retained by a pro- 
per compreſs and bandage, as a linen cloth, 

properly folded, and a common roller of lin- 
en or flannel :—the compreſs which -I have 
found particularly efficacious in children, 
and with which I have cured many, is a 
plaiſter made i in a conical form, with any of 
the adheſive plaiſters; but, I believe, the 
beſt for the purpoſe is the Explaſirum Robo- 


rans of the ſhops; a circular plaiſter, of 
about three inches in diameter, forms the 


baſe of the cone, pag which, another, of 
about 
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wp about an inch and a half in diameter is 
placed, and then others, each of leſſer dia- 
meter then the laſt; till you form a cone, 
the apex of which, ned to the navel, and 
properly ſecured, will, in general, I am con- 
vinced, ſucceed. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE USE OP 


CRUDE MERCURY, &c. 


RITERS, in treating of obſtruQiohs 

of the bowels, have not made a pro- 

per diſtinction betwixt obſtructions ariſing | 

from inflamation purely phlegmonic, ex- 
cited by the general cauſes of inflamma- 

tion, ſuch as partial cold, gout, acrid ſub- 
ſtances taken, or inflammation, tranſlated 
or ſettled on the bowels in conſequence | 
of fever, and obſtructions owing to con» 
{tipation, occaſioned by a naturally coſtive 
habit, by nephritic affections, by hernia, 
or by poiſonous effluvia, as the colica picko- 
num, or dry belly-ache. Dr. Sydenham has 
obſerved, for three years ſucceſſively, that 
the epidemic diſtemper of the time, often 
affected the bowels, producing the moſt vio- 
lent fits of colic, and illiac paſſion, 
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Theſe, though they require to be differ 
ently treated, are all cauſes of obſtructions, | 
and frequently very obſtinates ones. And 
here it may be neceſſary to warn the com- 
munity, againſt that too frequent practice of 
taking a glaſs of brandy or other ſpirituous 
liquor, to relieve pains in the belly, called 
colic; upon a ſuppoſition, that it is owing 
to flatulency, and will be immediately re- 
lieved by ſuch practice, though frequently 
owing to inflammation, in conſequnce of 
cold, as getting wet, &c.—Tn fact, we are 
ſeldom called to a patient of this deſcription 
that has not taken two or three glaſſes of 
brandy or aniſeed-water, although of the 
moſt pernicious tendency, increaſing the in- 


| flammation, and al] its concomitant ſymp- : 


toms: 


Dr Boerhaave informs us, that, An in- 
ce flammation once formed in the bowe els, 
£4 produces a conſtriction of the inteſtine, | 
* ſhuts up its cavity, and intercepts the 
te paſſage of the advancing contents, pro- 
& pelled from above; and his learned com- 
% mentator, Baron van Swieten, « mat 
e the human inteſtines are very differently 
12 diſpoſed in the png body, from what 

my they 


a 
* - 
— 


— 
222 


OBSERVATIONS Ues ali » 


e 


* 


they often appear to us in the dead ſab- 

. je; for, in the laſt cafe, they often ap- : 
* pear diſtended with flatus, ſo as to exhibit . 
2 very ample cavity to the eye. But, 

„ wounds of the abdomen, and diſſections 
of living animals, have taught us, that 
* the inteſtines, more eſpecially the ſmall - 
© ones, are in their healthy ſtate conſidera- 
c bly thick, or fleſhy, and ſolid in their 
* ſubſtance; including but a ſmall. cavity, 

* which is ſtill further diminiſhed by their 
* projecting valves or plaits; and the in- 
% ternal or villous lining compoſed by the 
* evaneſcent ends of the veſſels; by both 
% which, a too quick paſſage of the nouriſh» 
*© ment is checked and retarded.” _ 


* 


19 Inflammation of the bowels requires to be 
be treated like all other inflammations of 
the human body. The principal remedy, 
in ſuch caſes, conſiſts in bleeding pretty 
freely, and the plentiſul uſe of mild open- 
ing medicines ; ſuch as thoſe of a faline na- 
ture, with diluent drinks, as broth or gruel, 
and the oleum ricini, or Caſtor oil; from 
which I have ſeen very good effects in in- 
flammations of the bowels, particularly when 

18 
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it has been owing to nephritic affections, or 
poiſon, Care ſhould always be taken, to 
procure it genuine and freſh, as it ſoon be- 
comes rancid, and then produces nauſeating 
effects upon the ſtomach. When the in- 
flammation does not give way to the method 
here propoſed, clyſters muſt be employed, 
and frequently repeated.: they may be made 
of any emollient fluid, to which Glauber's 
Salt may be added, or, a portion of Caſtor 
Oil; if, however, the pain continues, and 
the body ſtill remains obſtinately bound, to- 


gether with ſickneſs and vomiting, more 


powerful cathartics muſt be given, joined 
with an opiate; or, perhaps what will ſuc— 


ceed better, a grain or two of the extract of 


opium may be given alone, and a powerful 
opening medicine, a few minutes after wards, 
while the diſturbance is allayed: when thele 


do not relieve, I have found great uſe from 


a large bliſter applied to the affected region, 
and ſometimes from immerſion in warm 
water. I remember to have ſeen an inſtance 
of a recovery in a deſperate caſe, from a 
ſcruple of mercurius dulcis or calomel, given 
along with a powerful cathartic, when mild- 
er remedies did not ſucceed ; but, when the 

irritation 
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irration and inflammation have advanced fo : 
far, as to occalion violent retchings and vo- 
miting, hiccough, &c. the draitic purgatives 
will not be retained in the ſtomach, or, in 
fact, any thing of the kind, although joined 
with an opiate; in which' caſe, I have found 
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great {crvice from quickiilver, given in large 
quantity, as, a pound at once. The ſmoak 
of tobacco has been ſtrongly recommended, 
given by way of clyſter, by means of an ap- 
paratus provided for the purpole but, I 
never could obtain any advantage from it. 
Dr. Monro, in his lectures, ſays, he has 
frequently. tried it, but found no better ef= 
fect from it, than the common clylter. 
I have lately ſeen a treatiſe on tobacco, 
wrote by Dr. Thomas Fowler, phy ſician to 
the Iafirmary of the caunty of Stafford, who 
recommends an infuſion, which promiſes 
better ſucceſs. I wa 8 an account of it 
in his own words: —““ 1 have preſcribed a 
« clyſter of the infuſion of tobacco, in ſeve- 
« ral caſes of colic, with conſiderable ſuc. 
e ceſs. They ſeem to act principally by 
« their anodyne, nauſco-relaxant effects ne iþ 
« on the G ſtem, end ſtimulating effects up- Aj 
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* on the rectum; thereby procuring ſome 
* immediate eaſe, and a ſpeedy expulſion 
© of the obſtructing indurated ices. | 


J have already obſerved, that clyſters 
& of tobacco are ſometimes adminiſtred in 
% modern practice, and, it is much to be 
& regretted that they are not in more gene- 
* ral uſe: For, I am thoroughly perſuaded, 
ee that, in caſes of the colic, they would 
« prove more ſucceſsful than any other kind 
© with which we are acquainted,” Half a 
dram of the herb, infuſed in a proper quan- 
tity of water, is recommended as a ſufficient 
quantity; but, I ſee no reaſon why it may 
not be tried in much larger quantities, on 
failure of the quantity recommended. 


Wren the inflammation does not give 
Way, the pain continues, the body remains 
bound, and exceedingly tenſe, the patient 
continues to retch and vomit, with violent 
hiccoughs, and gangrene takes place; after 
which, he finds himſelf eaſier, and hopes he 
is better, but it is only a prelude to his death, 
which ſoon cloſes the ſcene. Such was un- 
happily the caſe of a patient I was called to 

| at 
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at Bafſingham, in the i of 1783, who, 
I found, had been racked with pain in his 
bowels ſeveral days, attended with coſtive- 
neſs, ſickneſs, vomitings, and hiccoughs; 
but, when I ſaw him, was much eaſier, 
and, he thought, better: but, his ghaſtly 


countenance, cold ſweats, and low pulſe, 


were certain indications a mortification had 


taken place. As it was expected I ſhould 
give him ſomething, I ordered him a glaſs 
of wine, and an opening medicine; but told 
his nurſe, he would not live many hours; 
the event juſtified the prediction; he died 
the ſame evening. But this is very often the 
caſe with patients in the country; who do 
not ſeek relief untill they have been ill two 
or three days, and perhaps, exaſperated the 
diſeaſe, by taking ſpirituous, or, what would 
be ſtiled, carminative drinks; thereby put- 
ting it out of the power of any one to give 
them aſſiſtance, 


As it is evident, from the beſt authorities, 


that a ſpaſmodic, contraction takes place in 
inflammations of the bowels, I think it is 
clear, that draſtic purgatives can be of little 


uſe, fince, by their ſtimulus, they only oc= 


_ caſion, 
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callon a greater conſtriction ; it is, therefore, 
adviſeable always to uſe the milder ones, 
ſuch as are the Neutral ſalts, and. Caſtor oil 


(a very uſeful addition to the Materia Me- 
dica 


Dr. Pringle, a very good practical writer, 
ſays, in his iſtory of the diſeaſes of the army, 
that he h:d been uſed to employ a/es and. 
calomel; but afterwards changed the prac- 
tice for the more lenient purgatives, and 
found great ſervice from the /a/ catharticus 
amarus, given in ſmall, but repeated doſes. 
This was likewiſe the practiſe of Dr. Heber- 
den, who remarked, that Salts would fre- 
quently be retained upon the Stomach, 
when more grateful medicines were rejected ; 
and arinbutds it to a ſedative quality in the 
Salts. The uſe of the Caſtor Oil was not at 
that time known, but J have found it a very 
uſeful medicine, in inflamations of the bow- 
els, from whatever cauſe, but principally, 
when owing to Nephritic Affections, or 
poiſonous | Efluvia. When after bleeding 
and -bliſtering the Abdomen, the milder pur- 
_ gatibes, joined, with opiates and glyſters, 
frequently repcated, fail, in procuring relief, 

recourſe 
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recourſe muſt be had to the more draſtic. ones, 
joined with a ſtrong doſe. of Opium; as 
appears to have been the practice of 
Pringle and Mead: yet, when even thoſe 
have failed, and the retchings, hiccough, 
pain and tenſion of the Abdomen continue, 
with all their violence, I have found ſudden 
and almoſl immediate relief, from a pound 
of Quickſilver ; which in caſes where I have 
given it, was always retained, after every 
thing beſide had been rejected; and by its 

- gravity and tenuity made its way through the 
obſtruction ; after which, other medicines 
will be retained and operate, and the Patient 
be relieved, as I have ſeen ſeveral inſtances 


of. 


It has been recommended. to me by an 
ingenious gentleman of the medical pro- 
feſſion, to try the effects of a fomentation, 
conſiſting of the decoction of coloquintida 
from which, he obſerved, he had ſeen good 
effects; but, altho' J have made ule of it 
more than once, I never found it of any ade 
vantage ; yet have afterwards relieved the 
Patient by means of Quickſilver, of which 
I ſhall quote two living inſtances. 
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aaaham in treating of the Epidemic of 
the years 1670, 71 and 72, treats of this diſ- 
eaſe under the title of colica b1lio/a ; and at- 
tributes it to ſharp. humours, or acrid hile; 
Which in fact is perfectly innocent, and has 
nothing to do with the diſcaſe; he never 
attended to the inflammation, Which is in 
reality, the ſole cauſe, and on the relief of 
which, the cure chiefly depends, It may be 
neceſſary to obſerve, that inflammation of the 
bowels, will produce different, and even 
oppoſite effects; for the ſmall inteſtines, 
when inflamed, contract and ſhut up their 
cavity, thereby occaſioning an obſtinate coſ- 
tiveneſs ; whereas, the larger ones not con- 
tracting, ſo as to wholly obſcure their cavity, 
produce diarrhea and dyſentery, This in- 
flammation is not, however, of ſo much 
conſequence, as an inflammation of the ſmall 
inteſtines, and will, in general, give way to 
Rhubarb, antes | 


I muſt likewiſe obſerve, that an inflamma- 
tion of the villous or internal coat of the 
ſmall inteſtines will occaſion ayſen tery but 
when the external muſcular coat is inflamed, 

2 ſpaſmodic contraction takes place ; the 

cavity, 
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cavity, or bore of the inteſtine iS cloſed, dad: ---- 
thereby an obſtruction made to the paſſage of 
the aliments. | 


In the early ſtage of this diſeaſe I would 


tecommend the following medicine. 


Ri. Tart. Emet. gr. i ad ii. 
Sal. Glaub. drach. vi. ad xii. 
Manna, drach. ii. ſolve in 
Ag Fontan, unc. vii. cola et add 
Tint. Seng, drach, iv. 
7 heb. gtt. xx. ad xl. m. 


which given in ſmall doſes, as two large 
ſpoonfuls, and frequently repeated, will, in 
general, be attended with ſucceſs ; where 
poiſonaus eff/uvia are ſuſpected, dach as the 
fumes of Lead or Arſenic ; the following. 


Ni. Ol. Ricini. drach. iv. 
Injus. Senæ, unc. i. 


Tine. Theb. gtt. v. ms 


which muſt be repeated every three or four- 
hours, until the obſtruction is removed; 
' after which, it will be neceſlary to repeat it 
every 
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every morning, till the poiſon is entirely 
expelled ; when dyſentery takes place, in 
con ſequence of inflammation, a doſe or two of 
Rhubarb joined with an opiate will | in - | 
ral remove it. 


I muſt beg leave to urge the neceſſity 
of bleeding, leſt young Surgeons ſhould 
be intimidated from the apparent ſmall- 
neſs of the pulſe ; but it will be found to 
riſe and become ſtronger, in proportion 
to the loſs, if not carried too far ; on failure 
of thoſe, together with a proper ule of gly- 
ſters, and immerſion in warm water, a large 
bliſter muſt be applied to the pained part of 
the abdomen; and afterwards, if not relieved, 
give two grains of Opium in a pill ; which 
being retained two or three minutes, give the 


following pills. 


Ri. Ext. Cathart gr. xx. 


Merc dulcis, gr. v. m. 
et divide in Pilul No. iv. 


— \ 6 8 . « 


.or 


Ri. Pil ex Colocynth cum Aloe gr. xx. 
Merc dulcis gr. v. m. 28 


et uide in Pil. No. iv. 
94 : if 
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if theſe are not retained; give half a pound of 
Quicklilver ; and two or three hours after- 
wards, unleſs relieved; half a pound more; 


which I, who have given it frequently, never | 
knew rejectcd. ” 


Gout miſplaced or tranſlated, or what is 
termed by Dr. Cullen the retracedent Gout, 
may affect the bowels, or indeed any other 
part of the body; occationing the common 
ſymptoms of phlegtaonic inflammation ; and 


requiring the fame treatment, until it can be 
removed, or expelled to the extremities. 


Obſtructions of the boweis will frequently 
prove dangerous, with people naturally of a 
coſtive habit, generally from neglecting the 
neceſſary means of relief; from whence 
there will be an accumulition of indurited 
feces in the large inteftines, attended with 
ſome trouble and danger; in this caſe when 
it cannot be removed by the common means 

already mentioned; quickſilver will I am 

perſuaded be found of particular ſervice. 
I have net had an opportunity of trying 
the infuſion of Tobacco, ſince I have been 
made acquainted with the effects of it; per- 
ha, s it might be found to anſwer when other 
| E glyſters 
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glyſters fail. I would recommend Caſtor 
oil, as the beſt medicine for people of this 
Habit; to which may be joined other open- 
ing medicines, if it is not ſufficiently pow- 


erful. I think it a probable means of 


produeing a change in the habit. 


Hernia, I have already obſerved, is the 


moſt frequent cauſe of obſtructions in the 


inteſtinal canal, and by women frequently 
concealed ; it is therefore always adviſeable to 
Enquire of people labouring under obſtruc- 


tions of the bowels, whether they are ſubject 


to ſuch complaint; as they may on diſ- 
covering the cauſe, be reſtored to eaſe and 
health, by reducing the hernza, and giving a 
common opening draught, which will then 
operate as uſual, and all the alarming ſymp- 
toms ceaſe. | 


But we ſometimes meet with hernias of long 
ſtanding, and which in conſequence of having 
formed adheſions cannot be reduced. Hernias 
attended with adheſion or ſtricture, have been 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of incarcerated 
hernias : thoſe from adheſion as they cannot 
be returned, cannot be relieved by a Steel 
truſs; wherefore a Bag truſs can only be made 

| ule 
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aſe of; but this is generally neglected, 

whence the aperture is continually dilating, 
and freſh portions of the inteſtines deicend, 
and inflammation enſues, whether from acci- 
dent, or indurated feces cannot always be de- 
termined, whence we are frequently at a loſs 
for the true cauſe of the complaint; the Her- 
nia has perhaps, for many years, been but 
in part returned ; and the aperture being 
very large, as much of the inteſtine may be 
returned, as was uſually done; yet their con- 
tinues an obſtruction ta the contents of the 
inteſtines, and opening medicines, clyſters, 
&c. have no effect; in this ſtate, the patient 
will continue. ſeveral days, with great tenſion 
of the abdomen, violent pain, retching, and 
hiccough. 


Several of theſe caſes. J have met with; 
and ſome, in which opening medicines 
have operated properly, yet the pain has con- 
tinued, with great tenſion of the abdomen, 
acute fever, and other ſymptoms of inflamma- 
tion, for many days. Others, when a paſlage 
could not otherwiſe be procured, I have re- 
licved with Quickſilver, | 


The Celica Pictonun, cholic of Poictiers or 
4 


26 OBSERVATIONS E's. 


dry belly- ache, is a complaint frequently met 
with in miners and artificers that deal in mi- 
neral lubſtances; particularly lead. The 
general ſymptoms are, a Coltive habit, pains 
in the belly, and paralyric affections of t 0 
limbs, or tremor of the whole frame. It is 
univerſally allowed, by authors who have 
wrote on this diſorder ; ; particularly Dr. 
Huxham of Plymouth, and de Haen of 
Vienna, Phyfician to his Imperial Majelty, | 
that, whatever the cauſes of it may be, keep- 
1g the body open, is one of the chief indi- 
cations of cure; in order to give a free paſ- 
lage to the irritating matter contained in the 
inteſtinal canal, which ſeems to be the cauſe 
of all the terrible ſymptoms which attend 
this diſo order ; but the method for. obtaining 
this end, will be attended with ſome ditti- 
cult, : draſtic or rough Purges are condemned 
by all, with great juſtice; as they add irri- 
tation to irritation, and draw the inteſtines 
into ipaſmodic contractions, which defeat the 


end for which they were given, occafioning 


excruciating Pain, and increaſing the in- 
flammation. 


Gentle laxatives, therefore, will be found 
to be the beſt medicines that can be uſed, in 
this complaint ; and particularly the O/ Ri- 
| cia 
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cini, on account of its oily nature. De Haen, 
who bas had a very great opportunity of 
ſceing vaſt numbers labouring under the wor {t 
kinds of this diſorder, confirms this doctrine. 
Thoſe were the effects of pailonous uvia, 
on the poor working people in the mines of 
Germany ; and he obſerves, that he ſaved 
the lives of many, by recommending the 
eating of freſh lard, and brown bread to them 
before they went into the mines: which 
practice taking place, he obſerves, not one in 
ten cf them were brought to the hoſpital for 
relief ; whereas before, not one in fifty eſcap- 
ed. As Rye bread has the property of keeps 
ing the body open, when joined with Lard, 

it would anſwer the purpoſe of Caſtor oil, 

which was not then known in practice, at 
leaſt not in Europe - tho' I am informed, it 
has been uſed tur near half a century before, 
in the Weſt-India iſlands, ParWnnnrly at 


St. Kitts. 


The O]. Ricini, Ol. Palmæ Chri/ii. or 
Caſtor oil then, will be found a very efficaci- 
ous medicine in this diſeaſe and is, I be- 
lieve now in general uſe: it has likewiſe been 
found of ſingular ſervice in all obſtinate con- 


ſtipations, but particularly when owing to 
nephritic 


8 OBSERVATIONS &c 


nephritic complaints; and is moreover ſo in- 
nocent, that it may be given to children ſoon 
after their birth, if neceflary ; it has likewiſe 
been given with ſucceſs, in dyſenteries or 
bloody fluxes : it has been recommended as 4 


powerful vermifuge, but I am afraid, will 


require ſomething to be joined with it, to 
increafe its action: it may be given in the 
doſe of a tea-ſpoonful to children, and a 
table-ſpoonful or more to an adult, and re- 


peated at proper intervals, as often as requir- 


ed ; it may be mixed with any mucilaginous 


liquor, or by means of the yolk of an egg with 


any liquor, and may be given with great ad- 


vantage in clyſters. 


The uſe of the ſeeds, from which this oil 
is expreſſed, is of very antient date in the 


practice of phyſic, being uſed by Hippocrates 


three hundred years before the Chriſtian era, 


who found them very acrimonious, and vio- 
lent in their operation. It 1s certain the 


ſeeds are very acrid, and ſhould therefore, 


be uſed with caution ; but, we know many 
ſeeds which are acrid, yet yield, by exprefli- 
on, a very mild oil; and this may be in- 


ftanced as one. 


The Caſtor gil then, will be the medicine 
chiefly 


thiefly to be truſted to in the colica piffo- 
num, which may be given every two or three 
hours, alone, or joined with any mucilagenous 
liquor, or with Peppermint-water, and a 
mall quantity of ſtomachic tincture, as cir- 
cumſtances require; or occaſionally with an 
opiate, untilit produces a ſtool ; after which, 
it muſt be continued once, twice, or three 
times a day, according to the urgency of 
the pain and paralytic ſymptoms, until the 
poiſon is entirely expelled and the pain and 
paralytic ſymptons ceaſe ; uſing it, during the 
paroxyſms, mixed with an equal quantity of 
Spirits of Wine and Camphor, as an embro- 
cation, to rub the abdomen with. 


« As to the uſe of heavy metalline bodies 
© (ſwallowed in obſtructions of the bowels, 
© authors differ greatly one from another. 
„ Helmont boldly pronounces that no one 
ce can periſh of the iliac paſſion, if they do 


« but ſwallow muſket bullets of lead, which 


„ by their ſuperincumbent weight, may 
„ drive forward the obflacle ſeated in the 
« inteſtine; and that theſe would be more 
* expeditiouſly uſeful, as they were larger 
© and a greater number of them ſwallowed, 
c while the patient, in the mean time, 
* keeps walking, or in an erect poſture. 


« The 
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OBSERVATIONS G&t 
© The drinking of Quickſilver, athough 
diſapproved by Sydenham, is yet applauded 


by many phyficians of yery conſiderable 
note. Van Hecrs aſſures us, he oſten had 


given it without any damage; and that 


in a moment's time, it ran through the 


© bowels, bringing with 1t the obſtructing 
ſæces, that lay 1. its way. 


„ Zacutus Luſitanus informs us, That ma- 


ny were cured of the moſt deplorable iliac 
paſhons by drinking three pounds of 
Quickſilver in hot water, which even 
ſaved them from death: and indeed that 
it may be taken very ſafely; if it gains a 
ſpeedy diſcharge from the body, we are 


taught by numerous obſervations ; and 
gat | 


ſince it is the heavieſt known body, next 


to gold, it may be able to clear the paſ- 
ſages; and perhaps, it is the ſafeſt when 
:ken in the greateſt quantity; for then, 
it lies in a collected body, and runs off 
more eaſily and expeditiouily by {tool ; 
whereas, when it hes a long time in the 
body, and gains an entrance into the 


blood, by the bibulous veins of the inteſ- 


tines, it may then produce very different 


conſequences“. 


© Some 


The celebrated Hoffman, gave, in this 
affection of the bowels, half a pound of. 
the pureſt Quickälver, to a woman oß 


0 vs Te. 3. 


* Some years paſt, the drinking of this 
i ponderous fluid, was recommended as 
a panacca in England and Scotland, where 
it was the cuſtom to take an ounce or two 
every morning, which, by many, was con- 
tinued a number of weeks, without in- 
creaſing any of the ſenſible evacuations. ' 


But, in the mean time, it has appeared, 


that, altho' it did no immediate miichief, 
yet, after ſometime, it brought on verx 


bad effects. | 


5 with ſome tat broth, taken before 


t: and after it, ſome fle ſh broth, with a 
a ounces of the oil of Almonds ; and 


ordered gentle walking afterwards about 
the chamber. Her bowels were opened 
within five hours from the taking, and 
about an ounce of the mercury came away 
in the tools, which relieved all the Up- 
toms; but for about fourteen days after 
her ſtools continued mixed with part 5 


the Quicklilver ; and what is meſt re- 


markable, when her ſtiength Was leco- 
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= 40 vered, the. was for above a anke troubled 
= , with tremblings of the limbs, and great 
46 feebleneſs in her legs. ; No- obſervation 
64. informs us, the ſame complaints attend 
** thoſe who incautiouſly work or dabble 
«. with quickſilver; and, therefore, one may 
reaſonah ly ſuſpect here, that the mercury 
not eſcaping all at once from the body, 
but ſtaying long within the bowels, 
CE produces theſe miſchiefs. But, notwith- 
40 ſtanding this, it muſt be owned, that, in 
* ſo dangerous a malady as this before us, 
«© the uſe of ſuch a remedy, however to be 
Ti ſurpected, ought to be put in practice, 
* when we have a proſpect of avoiding 
preſent death by | 


Baron Van Swieten's Commentaries, 


b- Now, it appears, from the above quota- 
ſttion, that Mercury relieved the complaints; 
but ſometimes left diſagreable affections of 
the limbs, &c.. behind it. I cannot pretend 
bb to diſpute the authenticity of ſo well inform- 
ed a writer; but, in three caſes in which I 
have given it, and in which itrelieved, it left 
no ſuch ſymptoms, altho' it continued to be 

. mixed 


— 


by 


mixed with the ſtools many weeks after 5 
and, in one caſe, vhere it did not relieve, 
and yet the patient lived many weeks ina very 
diſagreeable ſituation, it produced no ſenſible 
en upon the * . 


I believe cheſe effects are frequently attri- 


buted to quickſilver, when they are really 


owing to other cauſes. Quickſilver, ina 
ſtate of purity, received into the ſyſtem, will, 
I believe, only affect the ſalivary glands ; or 
when the ſyſtem | is overloaded with it, paſs 
off by the inteſtines, occafioning dyſentery : 3 


but it is frequently mixed with lead or tin, 


which contain a great deal of Arſenic, and to 
which may be attributed the paralytic ſymp- 


toms: many artificers, dealing in Quickſil- | 


ver, make an amalgam of it,. with lead or 
other metals; ſuch, are frequently affected 
with colica:pifmum, which they attribute to 
the Quickſilver, when. they might. with more 
juſtice, attribute it to the lead. The. calces. 
of lead, ſuch as ceruſs or minium, We know,. 
will produce theſe effects; and ſimilar effects 
have followed, in conſequence of taking, 

through miſtake, Goulard's extract of lead, 

which is only a ſolution of lead in Vinegar. 
Moſt 
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Meſt acids will diſſolve lead i in large quan- 
tities ; and I am of opinion, the di ſagreeable 


effects which ſometimes follow the drinking 


of cyder, may be attributed to. its containing 


a portion of lead. 
I am informed, that veſfcls lined with lead. 


are frequently made ule of in the preparation 
of cyder. I believe arſenic is to be found in 
moſt mines, and occaſions the. dilagteeable 
en which affect miners. 


c "FLY E. 


T HE firſt caſe which I ſhall have occaſion 


to mention, is that of John Tindale, 
2 labourer, aged forty, who lived in Mill. 
gate, Newark. ; it occurred, during the prac- 


tice of my predeceffor. Mr. Hallalay, in the 


year, 1776. He was ſent for on the 11th of 
September, when he found the patient com- 
plaining of pain in his bowels, and extreme 
ſickneſs; he ordered him a vomit : and, 
ſulpecting a A nephriic affection, 58 following 


draught : 


Ri. Nuri puri if. r. xx. 
Sal. Glaub. . vi. 


Tintt, Sacræ drach. vi. 
7 Ag. Fontan, 0Z. i. drach. vi. n. 


f 
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| This for the preſent relieved” him; when he 
was ordered to take a faline julep, with nitre, 
a few: days longer. He continued better till 
the 18th, when we were again ſent for: 
he complained of the ſame pain and uneaſi- 
neſs as before, and was e to take the 
following decoction: N 
Ri Bacc. Funip. 02. i. 

Sal. Nitri drach. 1. coque in 

Ag. Fontan Is i. cola et capt. 

 cyath. frequenter. _ 


On the 19th being no better, and having had 
no ſtool the laſt two preceeding days, he was 


ordered to take the following mixture. 
Ri. Sul Glaub ox. i. 
Mann iv. drach. 
Ag Fontan oz. viii. Solve et adde 
Y ct. Thehat gtt. xxxx. 
capt. cyarh. omni bibario. 


On the 20th having yet no ſtool, and the pain, 
&c. continuing, he was ordered to take the 
following draug hts _—_ ſix hours, until re- 


lieved : 
Ki. O]. Ricini iv. drach. 
Tint, Sene © 


Spir. Nitri D. 44. crack, 1. 


Infus Senæ cx. i. u. 
5 aſſeſted 
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aſſiſted by the uſe of; Clyſters, which were 
ijnjected fr: quently and to which. were occa- 
FBonally add ed opiates, and ſometimes a little 
of. the Ba] . Capoiba. He Was frequently 
aſked, whe ther he had any. ru pture, to which 
he uniforn ly anſwered in the negative. He 
was was tl ven ordered to be put into a warm 


Bath, and it was Fecopdingly prepared. 


. Lat tended the operation, E e 1 he 
had a plai ſer upon his left inguen; and upon 
enquiring; the reaſon of it, was informed, tha 
glands b 4d been ſwelled a long time.. Upon 
examiniig the ſuppoſed fwelled glands, I 
found it was a {mall femoral rupture or Bu- 
bonocel e, about the ſize of a walnut. As it. 
had be en in this ſtate a long time, unſuſ- 
peacd ; it was probable it was only a portion, 
of the omentum, which becoming inflamed, 

| had aft acted the neighbouring inteſtine. . 
it coul d not be returned, he was ordered to 
continue the openin g medicines, and perſiſt. 
in the: uſe of clyſters ; this was continued 
till the 22d, the medicines uſed, being chiefly 
of a ſaline. nature with opiates, and Caſtor 
oil: when he was ordered to take the fol- 


lowing pills! 
Ri. 
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Ni. Pilul Sapon gr, xi. 
divide in No. ii. 


and peelently after the follow ing : 


Ri. Pulo. Jallopit gr. xx. 
Calomel 87. Xil, Hr. 2, 8. F. Pu No. i ir. 


kd the following clyſter & be injefted, and 
Frequently repeated: 


Ni. Decoet. Com. pro Cly/t: { Ph, Lond. ): 0. xii, 
Tint. Senæ gx 
Syr. e Spin. Cerv. aa. oz. i. 

Ol. Olivbar 02. il. mn. 


. 


And to make uſe of the following lotion as 
an application to theft umor; a linen cloth 
being folded into a comy refs, and kept mout 
with it: 


=. Pet. Saturn 
Acei Di till aa. aract I; iv. 
Ag. Pluvial 1b. i. . 


He continued this prad : iſe ſeveral days, tak- 


ing, at ſtated interval s, pilis ſimilar to the 
above, joined with « onſiderable doſes of 
opium, and the conti. nued uſe of clyſters, 
which were changed fa. r * following: 


Ni. a 


. 
ave wo K * 
P 
- 


— 
*s, 


JED * * ge x 0 ; 
9 
I * 
a . > 2 
4 4 = i * pe * = 1 he 2 1 
—— —ꝛ— ' — — — _ 8 3 4 . _ —— M4 - ” roy . 8 - 
. 5 1 ee r . - 3 — ta 8 — 3 
— A Beit. — — 94 bar dab et _ x F — —— > _ - n "nd £3 EN IN 
WC. is wer —— — . hw” N ” boy 45 3 rae -q = p 3 — r mY — — r „ neo Re ona — 
— — — Dm. ie — EDS = = — . — Wt. — 6 * * Ca — Rr Bs EL -- < 


— : 
» I et _ 
LEED 444477 — 1 — 8 
3 - — a 
” 1 * 3s - . 
q 5 —— - 2 A 
* 8 r 3 5 1 * 


„ OBSERLATIONS Us. 
Ri. Tereb. com. { vitelh, ovi. _ J drach. vis 


Ol. Olivar ox. ii. 
Decoct. Com.. pro Ch. ox. x. n. 


In this ſtate he continued till the 29th. every 
thing he had taken being rejected and the 
clyſters coming away, without producing the 
deſired effect: as I had a little before met 
with Van Swieten's account of the uſe of 
Quickſilver, I adviſed the trial of it, as the 
only probable means of ſaving the patient. | 
It was agreed to ; and fix ounces of it given 
him the ſame evening; in the morning, the 
patient being ſomewhat ealier, tho' he had 
had no ſtool, fix dunces more were given 
him ; two or three hours after which, he 
found himſelf relieved by a copious diſcharge 
of ſtools, and all the alarming ſymptoms 
ceaſed. He was, however, directed to take 
a ipoonful of Caſtor oil every morning, a few 
days longer, and got perfectly well. 


X 


* 
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O N the 6th of March 1779, I was ſent for 
to ſee Mrs. Ackring, a ſervant in the family 
of Mr. John Brown of Bennington; a woman 
who had been an old nurſe in the family 
many years, and was then 66 years of age: 
I found ſhe had been ill, two or three days, 
of fever, attended with great pain in the bow- 
els, - ſickneſs and retching : moreover than 
which, ſhe had not had a ſtool the laſt two 
preceeding days: I immediately took away 
about twelve ounces of blood, and ordered her 
the followed medicines 

Ri. Pilul Sapon gr. xii. 

in Pil. No. ii. divid. 
To be taken immediately; and a few minutes 
afterwards, the followed draught : ; 

Ri. Sal Glaub. drach. vi. ſolve in 

Ag. Fontan, drach. X11, adde 

Ol. Ricini ; 

Mucil. Gum Arab. aa. drach. ii. m. 
Theſe were repeated, at ſtated intervals, and 
all rejected; when ſhe was ordered to make 
uſe of the following clyſters, and repeat them 


two or three times a day ; 
G | Ri. 


a 1 


/ 
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Ni. Decoct. Com. pro Ci ys. { Ph, Lond. Joz. xil. 


1 


Sal. Glaub. 

Syr. e Spin. Cere. aa. drach. vi. 

Ol. Oltvar ox. ii. m. 
And continue the ule of the pills and draught, 
On the 7th no paſſage having been pro- 
cured, and the ſymptoms continuing with 
increaſed violence, being attended with hic- 
cough, (a very unfavourable ſymptom in this 


complaint) ſhe was ordered a continuance of 
her draughts, with larger doſes of opium. On 


the 8th the ſame treatment was ſtill conti- 
nued, with the uſe of the terebinthinate 
elyſters, and a large bliſter applied to the ab- 
domen. From which treatment, not having 
received any benefit, and every thing taken, 
in whatever form, or whatever quality, re- 
jected, and the bliſter having lain about 
twelve hours, without procuring any advan— 
tage, or the leaſt remiſſion of the unfavoura- 
ble ſymptoms ; in the evening a pound of 
Quickſilver was given. I then left her, and 
ſaw her again on the morning of the gth. 
but not being yet relieved, Dr. Wright, who 
then practiſed at Newark, was ſent for ; and 
the ſervant commiſſioned, if he did not find the 
Doctor at home, to bring with him halfa 

| pound 


{ 
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pound more Quickſilver. The ſervant returned 


with the Quickfilver, but the Doctor had gone 


from home early in the morning, and Was 


not expected home, till the afternoon. The 

additional quantity of Quickſilver was there- 
fore given: three or four hours after which, the 
patient found herſelf much eaſier, had a diſ- 
charge by ſtool, and found herſelf relieved 
from the violent pain and hiccough. The 


ſickneſs, however, continued ſeveral days 
longer, notwithſtanding ſhe had ſeveral ſtools. 


in the time. Dr. Wright arrived. in the 


evening of the gth long before which ſhe had 
had ſtools, and the pain and hiccough ceaſed. 
He ordered her ſome opening medicines, 


which were uſed the ſame evening. The 
next day J ordered her the following mixture; 


Ri. Sal glaub oz. i. folve in 
Ag. Fontan og. vi. adde 
O/ Rici ni 
Mucil. Gum Arab. ag. og. i. m. 


Three ſpoonfuls of which were taken every 


morning, for more than a week; after which, 
ſhe got perfectly well, and has continued fo 


believe ever ſince; and now lives with the 


ſame family at Heighnton, near Lincoln, 


* 


LO 
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r HIS was one of thoſe unfortunate 
caſes, which was only to be relieved by an 
operation: but, as Quickfilyer was given, 


x although without effect, it wilt be proper to 
. ſpeak of it : for, I hold it right, and a juſtice 
{48 due to the public, to mention, as well thoſe 

| , - caſes in which it did not ſucceed, as thoſe in 
WO which it did. 


1 was fetched to Hannah Stevenſon, a pau- 
per belonging this pariſh, on the 21ſt of July 
1780 : ſhe being I believe ſomething more 

then forty years of age. I found her in great 

pain, from an affection of the bowels, at- 


** . Ae IIxprose Ny 9 in. 


* tended with fickneſs and vomiting; upon 
1 : : enquiring whether ſhe had any rupture, I 
: found ſhe had a femoral one, a true incance- 
| | rated hernia, occaſioned by the ſtricture of 
| the tendon or ligament. I attempted to re- 
l duce it ineffectually: after bleeding, I order | 


ed her the following draught. 


Ri. Sal Glaub, drach. iv. 
f Ag. Fontan, drach. xil . 
Tinct. Fallapii, drach. ii. 
Theban qtt, xxx. mM. 
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And a clvſter, containing two ounces of 


Glauber "Salts, to be immediately injected ; 


ths dasses rej; ani ANN 
procuring. no advantage, I ordered her the 


following? 8 
Ki. Pilul Sapon, gr. xv. 
in Pilul No. ii. divid. 
Ri. Tart. Solub. gr. xx. 
Agq. Fontan, drach. X11, adde 
Tinct. Fallapir, drach. iii. n. 
Theſe being likewiſe rejected, as often as re- 
peated, I ordered on the 25th a large bliſter 


to be applied to the abdomen ; and the fol- 


lowing pills to be-taken immediately; 5 
Ri. Tinct. Thebaic, gr. i. 
Ext. Cathart. gr. xxv. m. 
el divide in Pil. No. iv. 


Together with a ſaline draught in the act of 


efferveſcence. Theſe were likewiſe rejected 
as often as repeated, and the clyſters conti- 
nued without effect: when I ordered her, the 
following fomentation: | 

Ri. Flor. Chum. og. i. 

Colocynthidæ; drach. vi. coque in 


Ag. Fontan Cong. i. pro Fotu. 


With this, the abdomen was fomented ſeve- 


ral times without effect, As I now found 
there 
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She continued them till the 1oth of Auguſt, 


& OBSERVATIONS &c 


there was nothing to be expected from me- 
dicines, and the rupture could not be retu rned: 
notwithſtanding repeated efforts to effect it, I 
propoſed performing the operation, as the 
only probable means of ſaving her life, but 
to this ſhe would not conſent; declaring, 
ſhe would die firſt. The ſame medicines 
and clyſters, with ſoine others, were therefore 
continued throughout the day, and the whole 
of the 26th ; on the 27th ſtill perſiſting the 
operation ſhould not be performed, a pound 
of Quickſilver was given her, which was the 
only thing retained, every thing beſides, even 
ſtrong doſes of Opium being rejected. She 
continued the uſe of opening medicines and, 
clyſters a few days longer, when gangrene 
took place. I now expected it was all over; 


and left the patient to her fate, having firſt 
ordered her to be ſupported with good red 


wine. On enquiring the next day, I found 


ſhe was ſtill alive; upon which, I ordered 


her to take the following boluſes, every three 


hours, and drink after them, a little wine and 


. . 
. Confeet. Damoc. 


Cardiac aa. gr. xx. Ms 


when. 


9 


Oo oe 45 


when the whole tumor ſuppurated away; ; and 


the fœces came away from the wound. In 
this ſtate ſhe lived (if it may be called living) 


the fœces coming away from the wound, 
till the latter end of November; when ſhe 


died. 
SG A $ ( 


I WAS ſent for, the 13th of Auguſt 
1785. to Mr. Abbot, farmer of Stoke, who 


was upwards of ſeventy years of age. He 


had been ill three or four days of fever, at- 
tended with accute pain in his bowels ; dur= 
ing which time he had had no ſtool. When 
I firſt ſaw him he was very fick: vomited 
frequently, and had likewiſe the hiccough 3 


upon enquiry, I found he had had a femoral 


rupture many years, which could not be en- 


tirely reduced, in conſequence of having 


formed adhæſions. 


I returned as much of the rupture as I 


could, and he aſſured me, that it was no big- 


ger than it had been for ſome time paſt. I 
then ordered him the following medicines: 


Rt; 
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Ni. Pilul Sapon. i 
in Pilul No. ii. . 


. 07. Ricini, 
_ Tind#. Fallap. 4. drach. i. 
Sen, drach. ii. | 
nus Sena, drach. xii. 


And the following clyſter to be immediately 
uſed + | 


Ni. Flor. Cham. drach. vi. 
Sem. Fenic, D. 4, 
Bac Funip. aa, drach. ii. cagite in 
| Tn ;h Font, ox. viii. colat et adde 
Ol Olivar, _ 
2 * Sal. Glaub. ad. oz. i. 
5 1, k. Spin. Cerv. drach. iv. zi. 


| Theſe had no effect; they were, therefore, 
repeated ſeveral times, but without procuring ; 
any advantage, all the draughts being rejedt- 
ed: on the 14th finding him no better, I or- 
dered him into a ſemicupium, or warm bath, 
and again attempted to return the hernia; but 
without effect; he, however, declared, it 
was not bigger than it had been a long time; 
when I ordered him the following : | 
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| And boluſes to be repeated at "ates ben 
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K. Ext. Theb, gr. i. RT 
15 Catbart. g. 3 xii. 


and the uſe of clyſters continued. On the 


45th I ordered the following | to be bailed for 


a fomentation. © 
Ri. Colacynth, drach iv. 

Bacc. Junip, og, ii. 

Flor. Lavend, drach. i. m. et cogue 

in Ag. Fonton Cong. i. 
With this the abdomen was frequently Pat 
mented, and the boluſes continued, together 
with clyſters of different compoſitions, but 
ſtill without effect. On the 17th, I again 
ſaw him in the ſame ſituation, except that 


the hiccough was worſe, being oftener re- 


peated. He was now given over by all his 
friends, and was himſelf entirely reſigned to 


his fate; telling me, he was perfectly ſatis- 
fied, every thing had been done for him that 
could be done; but, that he muſt die. I 
told him I was not myſelf ſatisfied, and ſſiduld 
therefore expect he would take a quantity of 
Quickſilver. He made no, objection to Ms 
and à pound of it was ſont for and taken: | 
three or four hours after which, he had a | 
ſtool, which was followed by ſeyeral others; 
2 "HH ©... 
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he was ordered to drink plentifally of broth, 
and continue to live upon it a few days ; and 

got perfectly well, without any other medi- 5 
cine. I have ſeen him ſince, when he de- 


 Clared he was better than he had been ſome 
are 4 
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Th thoſe bells: I did not perceive thut the 
mercury affected the ſyſtem : and, even in 
the caſe of Hannah Stevenſon, where nothing 
could paſs through the alimentary canal, and 
therefore muft heceffirily be thrown up a- 

gain, the mercury was retained; and altho' 
it lay in the body a long time, occaſioned no 
affection of the ſyflem. In this caſe the 
conſequences were, foreſeen, and might have 
been prevented. by an operation, © ach he 
obſtinately refuſed to conſent to. The con- 
ſequences, however which did follow, were 
much more terrible, then what muſt follow 
from any * CES 


The firſt caſe appeared vleart y to be an in- 
flammation of the inteſtines in conſequence of 
an omental hernia, Mr. Pott obſerves, that 
omental ruptures are not ſubject to bad ſym- 

ptoms, but will ſometimes be troubleſome, 
from their connection with the viſcera, as 
appears 
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— to rt been the * in 4 hie 1 5 
Tor? tho the rupture was never returned, 15 
never heard that” it be any further trouble. 


— r . 


8 * 0 


The fecond caſe, Was ee purely 


en and relieved by Quickſilver, | s 
when nothing. elſe. was retained upon the 


ſtomach. ; yet, altho' it paſſed ' off with the +. 
ſtools, for many weeks. after, occaſioned 8 
affection, of the ſyſtem, in general: 1 | 


ee J took particular care to inform 
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myſelf about, as I had given it in larger 25 


e than ever, before or ſince, 


The laſt appears to have bene an n obſtrub· 
tion in the inteſtinal canal ; but, whether 
from inflammation, or an accumulation of in- 
durated fazces in the protruded gut, could 
not, with any certainty, be determined ; ; the 
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aperture was very large, and a portion of the 


inteſtine returned without much en, 
but, as it could not be entirely returned, I 
Was at a loſs for the cauſe. It was relieved , 


evidently by the Quickflver, when nothing 


elſe could be retained : and, altho* it was 


ſome weeks before it entirely paſſed 'off, did 
not affect the . in general. In giving 


* Quickſilver, 
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D Quickſilver, it will be cedar firſt to warm 

it, which 1 did by putting the veſſel which 
| contained it into warm water; and after it, 
ſome warm drink or broth. I would not 
have my readers ſuppoſe, that I recommend 
the giving of Quickfilver in every obſtruction 

of the bowels ; or, that the caſes I have 

mentioned, have been the only caſes of the 

kind I have been concerned for: indeed I 

believe, thoſe caſes occur as frequently as in- 

flammations of many other parts of the body, 
and may, in general, be relieved by the fame 

means : but, when the inflammation is ſo far 
advanced, and the ſtomach fo much irritated, - 
as to reject every thing given, and there ap- 
pears no other proſpect but a ſpeedy diſſoluti- 
on; I think every perſon will be juſtifiable, 

in giving Quickſilver, in any quantity: as it 

will then appear to be the only probable 

means of ſaving the life of the individual; 
except it is occaſioned by ſtrangulated Sernia, 
and then the operation can only relieve. 


N. B. The great haſte in which tbis „ 

tion was committed to the Preſs, will tig 

Ppreſum d. apologize to the Candid, for what 
fittral Errors may have _ Ore = 


2 Author. ä 
F * N I 4 


2 


